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Shanece Sullivan, right, and her friend Austin Spears, left, before their senior prom. 
PHOTO SUBMITTED BY AUSTIN SPEARS
BY MARCEL MAYO
HERALD.NEWS@WKU.EDU
The Student Government Asso-
ciation’s senate passed a resolution 
Tuesday to support a requirement for 
incoming freshmen to receive menin-
gitis vaccinations.
Resolution 6-15-F, Resolution to 
Support Meningococcal Meningitis 
Vaccinations for Incoming Freshmen 
Who Reside in On-Campus Housing, 
was passed unanimously.
The resolution supports a require-
ment of meningitis vaccinations for 
incoming freshmen who reside in on-
campus housing beginning with the 
class of 2020.
Bill 10-15-F,  to Adopt an Amend-
ment to the Bylaws of the Student 
Government Association, also passed 
unanimously.
During his report, SGA President Jay 
Todd Richey said the listening tours to 
extended campuses ended with suc-
cess, and he received much feedback 
from WKU students.
“It’s very hard to put into words how 
very different these campuses are,” 
Richey said.
A full-time security guard for the 
Glasgow campus is a top priority for 
the extended campus.
“Major concerns are raised because 
a full-time security guard or police of-
ficer is not there,” Richey said.
Owensboro campus is also the only 
regional campus that doesn’t have a 
Student Body Association yet.
“Because we have extensive access 
[here] on Bowling Green campus, I’d 
love to see the system for WKU to be 
more reflected on Student Govern-
ment Association, Campus Activities 
Board and the Herald as three of the 
most influential student organizations 
at WKU,” said Richey.
Richey said the Fort Knox Regional 
Center does not have a veterans’ rep-
resentative, which is a problem be-
cause a military base surrounds the 
campus.
“They said they had it last year, 
but problems had arisen, and that 
position is no longer filled,” Richey 
said.
The extended campuses are adding 
to the university’s mission of guiding 




She was always smiling.
And everywhere she went, she had a presence.
That’s how Glasgow senior Emilee Wood described her best friend 
and former co-worker Shanece Sullivan.
Sullivan was a freshman from Winchester.
On Sunday, Sullivan was pronounced dead by the Warren County 
Coroner’s Office. Sullivan’s death was confirmed as a suicide.
On Sunday, the little sister Wood had never wanted but had found 
was gone.
“I’m glad she [Sullivan] came into my life,” she said.
Wood had only known Sullivan since the beginning of the semester, 
when Sullivan started working in the Tower Food Court at Popeye’s.
Last Thursday, Sullivan had made a pinky promise with Erie, Penn-
sylvania, freshman Daryn Bailey, her co-worker at Popeye’s.
Bailey wanted to quit her job — the same job Sullivan had previ-











Blaine Ferrell, the associate vice president of research, is retiring from his position at 
WKU. Ferrell said he wants to continue his work on ornithology, the study of birds. 
"I would like to write a book about birds in layman's terms so people can learn what 
birds do for us," Ferrell said.  MATT LUNSFORD/HERALD
Associate VP of Research set to retire 
BY TOMMY SULLIVAN
HERALD.NEWS@WKU.EDU
Blaine Ferrell is retiring for good.
The former dean of Ogden College 
of Science and Engineering has been 
in transitional retirement since 2012, 
serving as the associate vice presi-
dent of the Office of Research.
In this role, Ferrell helped faculty 
and students, worked with manufac-
turers through the Advantage Ken-
tucky Alliance, wrote a $500,000 grant 
and showcased WKU's students.
Ferrell was also a chairman for 
Kentucky’s Experimental Program 
to Stimulate Competitive Research, 
a statewide committee that seeks to 
improve and coordinate research.
Removing obstacles for students to 
pursue their goals and dreams was 
rewarding, Ferrell said. He’s proud he 
gathered people as a team to work to-
gether and that the faculty supported 
what he did.
One of his biggest struggles has 
been adjusting to Kentucky’s dimin-
ishing resources for education, Fer-
rell said.
Ferrell said he’s been working with 
“a bunch of good people” who have 
the students’ best interests at heart.
Ogden Dean Cheryl Stevens said 
Ferrell’s position has been restruc-
tured, so it’s not clear who will re-
place him.
There is a new position, Stevens 
said, of interim associate vice presi-
dent for research and creative activity 
in Academic Affairs. The search to fill 
it will begin in 2016.
Ferrell continued to make excep-
tional contributions to WKU even 
after entering into transitional retire-
ment, said Stevens.
Ferrell supported the growth of re-
search infrastructure and opportu-
nities for faculty and students to en-
gage in meaningful applied research.
“He always considered the best in-
terests of the students,” said Stevens. 
“He will be missed.”
Ferrell said he likes to travel and is 
SEE FERRELL PAGE A2
Friends refl ect on time spent 
with Shanece Sullivan 
SEE SULLIVAN PAGE A2
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excited to have more time to do so.
“It’s going to be kind of fun,” Ferrell 
said.
Ferrell also hopes to write a book 
about the birds of Kentucky. As a 
scientist, he’s interested in all the 
facts, but he wants the average per-
son to find a scientific interest in 
birds.
Birds, Ferrell said, are easier to view 
than other animals due to their diur-
nal nature. This makes them more ac-
cessible to the average observer and 
opens the door to discuss their feed-
ing habits, importance to forests and 
the ecosystem and need for protec-
tion.
Ferrell said he’s also been learning 
about photojournalism and looks to 
take photos of bird species for his proj-
ect.
Ferrell said he will continue to serve 
on various boards but is at a point in 
his life when he recognizes he is not as 
young as he used to be. Ferrell said he 
wants to make the most of his life now 
that work won’t stop him.




“Shanece, me and her, we were like 
hand in hand,” Bailey said. “I pinky 
promised her that I wouldn’t quit if she 
came back or if she got her job back.”
Sullivan got her job back, Bailey said.
“She just never came back.”
Bailey said Sullivan always picked 
on her, but that’s how their friendship 
worked.
“She was never negative, always posi-
tive,” Bailey said.
This wasn’t meant to happen, Bailey 
said; it didn’t seem like something Sul-
livan would do.
There are many factors that contrib-
ute to suicide, Karl Laves, associate di-
rector of WKU’s Counseling and Test-
ing Center, said.
“Many factors contribute to suicide, 
but most all of these factors have a 
common theme: the loss of hope,” 
Laves said.
But Bailey didn’t know.
Wood didn’t know.
“I didn’t know it was this bad,” Wood 
said. “Around me, she was always 
laughing.”
But her laugh was memorable and 
her smile, beautiful, Wood said.
“She was gorgeous,” she said.
Sullivan was always willing to help 
others.
“She offered meal plans,” Wood said. 
“She knew she wasn’t going to use all of 
her meal plans, so anyone who came 
through the line [at Popeye’s] who 
couldn’t pay for their meal, she’d be 
like, ‘Oh, use my card.’”
A GoFundMe page was set up to cov-
er the costs of Sullivan’s funeral servic-
es. Many WKU students — some who 
did not know Sullivan — have donated 
money, Wood said.
Sullivan’s services will be held Satur-
day, Nov. 21. Visitation is at 10 a.m., and 
the funeral is at 12 p.m. Arrangements 
are under the direction of Keith P. Clark 
& Son Funeral Home in Winchester.
On Sunday, Wood messaged Sullivan, 
asking when she was coming in for 
work.
Sullivan never replied.
“I just wish she had talked to me first, 
got help or reached out,” Wood said.
Laves said the prevalence of suicide 
remains at about 1 percent of the pop-
ulation. Suicide is higher among the el-
derly, however, and is the second lead-
ing cause of death for young adults.
Laves said about 20 to 25 percent of 
college students, when surveyed, say 
they have been depressed and might 
have thought about suicide.
When having thoughts about sui-
cide, the first step is to tell someone 
you trust, Laves said. The next step is 
to seek professional help.
“Students can use the university 
counseling center, or they can find a 
counselor or psychologist in the area 
or their hometown,” he said.
Considering medication is also a 
good idea because of antidepressants’ 
affordability and effectiveness, he said.
Always smiling.
That’s how Austin Spears, Sullivan’s 
friend of five years and fellow class-
mate at George Rogers Clark High 
School, also described Sullivan.
Sullivan was someone who could 
bring joy to you no matter what mood 
you were feeling, he said.
“She was always there to lend a help-
ing hand no matter the task,” Spears 
said. “She was a shy individual, but 
once you got to know each other, you 
couldn’t find someone so wonderful as 
her. She cared so much for her family 
and friends.”
There was never a dull moment, 
Spears said.
“She worked so hard at whatever 
goals she set,” he said. "I’ve never seen 
someone so determined as her. It’s sad 
to see such a beautiful soul leave so 
soon.”
A student should never feel ashamed 
about how they feel, Laves said.
“Depression is real,” he said. “It hap-
pens for reasons that are not our fault, 
and there are good solutions that 
work.”
Universities provide services for stu-
dents experiencing depression or sui-
cidal thoughts. Laves said eliminating 
stigma about talking about depression 
and suicide will help those struggling.
“What we need to be more effec-
tive — to reach more students that are 
struggling — is for everyone to speak 
up about depression and suicide,” he 
said. “We need to do a better job as 
a community to reach out to people 
who are struggling, to help them not 
be ashamed and to get the help they 
deserve.”
For this reason, universities are 
spending more time doing informa-
tion sessions for students, faculty and 
staff, Laves said. WKU’s center has QPR 
training, which is a nationally known 
suicide prevention program designed 
for people who are not mental health 
professionals.
For those who have lost someone to 
suicide, counseling can be helpful, he 
said.
No one is built to make it through the 
world by themselves, Laves said.
“Any one of us, under certain condi-
tions or circumstances, can begin to 
wonder if we want to go on living,” he 
said. “That is part of being a human.”
We need to accept that we all need 
help from time to time, Laves said. We 
need to open to the idea that we are 
“our brother’s and sister’s keeper,” he 
said.
“We need to get the word out that it is 
okay to feel bad,” Laves said. “Suicide 
is a permanent solution to a temporary 
problem.”
Wood said it feels like a dream. Know-
ing Sullivan, she said, it doesn’t feel real 
that her former co-worker at Popeye’s 
and the little sister she never knew she 
wanted had taken her own life.
Wood said she will always remember 
the way Sullivan laughed and how of-
ten she smiled.
Shanece Sullivan was always smiling.
If you or someone you know is ex-
periencing symptoms of depression 
or suicidal thoughts, contact WKU’s 
Counseling and Testing Center at 270-
745-3159 or call the National Suicide 




I've never seen someone so determined as 
her. It's sad to see such a beautiful soul 
leave so soon.”
friend of Sullivan Austin Spears
NOW HIRING FOR SPRING 2016: reporters, photographers, 
designers, copy editors and more
APPLICATIONS DUE DEC. 4
PICK ONE UP AT STUDENT PUBLICATIONS
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• Freshman Brittany Frerking, Pearce-Ford Tower, reported on Nov. 16 




for new system 
BY MONICA KAST
HERALD.NEWS@WKU.EDU
WKU’s libraries will be implementing 
a new search system in January to give 
more control of the system to library 
staff.
“We have been undergoing inten-
sive training for several months now,” 
Deana Groves, the department head of 
library technical services, said. “It’s a big 
change for us, but we’ve been working 
really hard so that we’re ready to go.”
The new system will be accessible to 
students on Jan. 20, right before the be-
ginning of the spring semester. When 
the new search system is implemented, 
students and faculty will notice only a 
few minor cosmetic changes such as 
a simpler alphabetized listing of the 
journals on file at the library, Groves 
said. For the library staff, however, the 
changes will be much more noticeable.
“The look of the system that we work 
in is going to be a lot different,” Groves 
said.
Groves said the process of designing 
the new system began in July, and the 
library staff has been having weekly 
meetings and training sessions since 
then.
She said the library took a train-the-train-
er approach. Library team members meet 
once a week with the company that is cre-
ating the new software. Later, the team re-
turns and trains the librarians. There have 
also been training videos for the staff.
The library has worked to provide 
documentation of all journals, both 
physical and electronic, owned by 
WKU that will be available through the 
new system.
The library staff will have access to a 
new system dashboard. Groves said 
they will have more access to statistical 
data about the library and its collec-
tions as well as more agency to make 
changes to the system.
The previous system took longer and 
was more difficult for implementing 
changes because staff members were 
not able to do so themselves. The new 
system will also be able to update au-
tomatically instead of requiring each 
computer to be updated manually.
Groves said the One-Search box on 
the library homepage would remain 
the same for students and faculty. This 
feature has been used at the libraries 
for the past several years. After some 
improvements, it became the primary 
search feature at the beginning of this 
semester. Groves said the libraries 
removed their older search system, 
called Voyager, so newcomers to cam-
pus could begin using the One-Search 
box right away.
“It’s sort of like a Google search envi-
ronment that students can use,” she 
said of the One-Search box. “It brings 
together our holdings on our print 
[and] our e-collection, and it can drill 
down to the article level, so it’s a more 
robust search.”
It brings together our holdings on our print 
[and] our e-collection, and it can drill down 
to the article level, so it’s a more robust 
search.”
Library department head, Deana Groves
OPINIONWKUHERALD.COM
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Have an opinion? Tweet us 
@wkuherald or find us on Facebook 
at WKUHerald as well. Let us know 
your thoughts about the editorial, or 
write us with what is on your mind.
CARTOON
Take time to grieve after this week’s events
HERALD.OPINION@
WKU.EDU
This week has seen 
much tragedy. From 
the terror attacks in 
Beirut and Paris to the 
WKU student who took 
her own life, there is no 
shortage of despair on 
people’s minds.
I do not want to grand-
stand or politicize these 
tragedies. I want to, in-
stead, offer a meditation 
on grief.
I don’t know what causes 
someone to enact violence, 
whether that violence is di-
rected outward or inward. 
But I think our obsession 
with figuring out why trage-
dies happen betrays a truth 
of the human experience, 
which is that we want to be 
in control of our world.
During my four years at 
WKU, I’ve known person-
ally three people who have 
died by suicide, and I have 
known of half a dozen oth-
er people who have killed 
themselves. After each 
incident there was a com-
mon knee-jerk reaction 
to ask “Did you know they 
were depressed?” or “Did 
you see this coming?” as if, 
had we just been more at-
tentive, it could have been 
prevented.
Not all tragedies will be 
evident, and the vast ma-
jority of them will not 
make sense. That is why 
they are so tragic. No one 
predicted the events that 
happened in Beirut or 
Paris or that Shanece Sul-
livan would not make it to 
her Monday classes, and 
no one will be able to pre-
dict the next time we will 
have to grieve. That is the 
nature of grief.
The frustration we feel at 
these events reminds us 
of our hubris. It humbles 
us. There is not always a 
lesson to learn. Not every 
atrocity has a silver-lining. 
Sometimes we have to feel 
comfortable letting the in-
justices we have no power 
over wash over us.
But when the grieving 
is done, when we have 
learned to live with the loss, 
then we will be that much 
more forthright in our re-
solve to tackling the in-
justices we do have power 
over.
Until that time, take care 
of each other, grieve openly 
and remember that some 
people will not be saved, 




The Herald encourages readers to write letters and commentaries on topics of 
public interest. Here are a few guidelines:
1. Letters shouldn't exceed 250 words. Commentaries should be about 500 
words and include a picture.
2. Originality counts. Please don't submit plagiarized work.
3. For verifi cation, letters and commentaries MUST include your name, phone 
number, home town and classifi cation or title.
4. Letters may not run in every edition due to space.
5. The Herald reserves the right to edit all letters for style, grammar, length and 
clarity. The Herald does NOT print libelous submissions.
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*Denotes editorial board members. The Herald publishes on Tuesdays and Thursdays during the school year. The fi rst 
copy is free, and additional copies are 50 cents each, available in the Student Publications Center on Normal Street.




steals life and memories. 
It disorients, confuses 
and makes life more dif-
ficult to live. Organiza-
tions across the country 
are fighting for a cure and 
funding research to end 
Alzheimer’s. If you have a 
brain, you are at risk.
The Alzheimer’s Asso-
ciation says the disease is 
among the top 10 causes 
of death in America but 
that there is no treat-
ment to cure it, slow its 
progression or even pre-
vent it. This is a horrify-
ing thought. The disease 
is debilitating both men-
tally and physically. 
Alzheimer’s worsens 
over time. In its early 
stages, it can cause mem-
ory loss, which is usually 
mild. In its later stages, 
it causes more extreme 
memory loss, reduction 
in the ability to hold a 
conversation and an in-
ability to respond to stim-
uli in the surrounding en-
vironment.
This year alone, accord-
ing the Alzheimer’s As-
sociation, approximately 
5.3 million Americans 
have Alzheimer’s disease. 
The number continues to 
grow, and it is suspected 
by the year 2050, there 
will be about 13.8 million 
Americans suffering from 
Alzheimer’s.
Since this is such a rap-
idly growing disease, 
there are many organi-
zations — even a few on 
WKU’s campus — that 
advocate finding a cure. 
The Phi Gamma Delta fra-
ternity’s Chi Eta chapter 
on campus raises money 
for Alzheimer’s research 
through its annual Purple 
Run. The Sigma Kappa 
sorority also hosts sev-
eral events, including the 
Walk to End Alzheimer’s, 
each year to help spread 
awareness and raise 
money to end the disease.
Having this disease is 
debilitating, but there 
are many other facets to 
the Alzheimer’s fight. The 
Alzheimer’s Association 
has assigned colors that 
represent these differ-
ent facets. The color blue 
means, “I have Alzheim-
er’s.” Purple symbolizes, 
“I have lost someone to 
Alzheimer’s,” while yellow
means, “I am supporting
or caring for someone
who has Alzheimer’s.”
The color orange means,
“I support the cause and a
vision of a world without
Alzheimer’s.”
Alzheimer’s has to po-
tential to touch all of
our lives at some point
whether it impacts some-
one close to us or even
ourselves. Since Novem-
ber is Alzheimer’s Aware-
ness Month, we as a cam-
pus can make a choice to








@Curly_Fry93:  WKU, I spend
THOUSANDS of dollars attending
your classes and parking on your 
campus. The least you can do is give
me free sour cream #extra— 2:08 
PM - 17 Nov 2015 
@marhehman4:  Why is my com-
puter trying to connect to WKU wifi  
when I haven't gone to school there
in two years and it's three hours 
away— 6:04 PM - 17 Nov 2015
@taylorrrm: WKU's Parking & Trans-
portation people are ruining my
whole life
—3:52 PM - 17 Nov 2015
@beastlamar:  WKU has a beautiful
campus.
—3:25 PM - 17 Nov 2015
@Kuazeee: OML Wku is not the 
place to fi nd a girlfriend— 12:09 AM 
- 17 Nov 2015 
@Emilee_Benton:  Wku needs to 
get it together my hallmark channel 
isn't working and that — 12:28 PM - 







1 __ Khan: Rita 
Hayworth’s husband
4 Composure
10 Turkish title of 
honor




17 *One of three in a 
daily diet
19 Former Mississippi 
senator Trent
20 Where sailors go
21 Like a disengaged 
engine
23 Plant anchor
24 *A roll of two, in 
craps
26 Bring up, as a topic
29 Grant permission
30 “Dig in”
31 Glacial historic 
period
34 The Macarena, pet 
rocks, etc.
35 Fred Astaire and 
Ginger Rogers, e.g., 
and, literally, what 
the first words of the 
answers to starred 
clues can be
39 One, to Beethoven
40 Regular practice
41 Quagmire
42 Fed. assistance 
program
44 Key related to D 
major





57 Confident “Are 
you the one for this 
job?” response
58 *Guffaw from the 
gut
60 Copenhagen native
61 Abode that’s abuzz
62 Hawaii’s Mauna __






2 Bar bottle contents
3 “I’m not the only 
one?”
4 Farming prefix
5 Air Force One VIP
6 Metal-threaded 
fabrics
7 Atlantic or Pacific
8 Soccer star Hamm
9 Resemble
10 TV’s “Kate & __”







27 300, to Caesar
28 “__ Haw”
32 March follower
33 Moo goo __ pan
34 Woman’s name 
from the Latin for 
“happy”
35 Scenes in 
shoeboxes
36 Actress Jolie
37 Place for a bath
38 ‘60s war zone, 
briefly
39 Drop in the sea




46 West Coast state
47 Cardinal’s 
headgear
49 Entr’__: play 
intervals
50 “Dallas” Miss




56 Stone and Stallone
59 Able, facetiously
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Note to Readers: The College Heights Herald screens ads for misleading or false claims 
but cannot guarantee any ad or claim. Please use caution when answering ads, especially 
when asked to send money or provide credit card information. The College Heights Herald 
is not responsible for the content or validity of these paid classifi ed ads.
FOR SALE
BUY - SELL - TRADE: Games, DVDs, Records! 
Also, comics, toys, CCGs, RPGs, more! The Great 




1 BEDROOM AND STUDIO APARTMENTS 
AVAILABLE. 1555 Chestnut St. 1 bedroom apartments 
- $420 a month. Studio apartments - $385/month. Call 




Jack Sternberg, 9, was diagnosed with autism spectrum disorder at 2 years old. "I want to see him socialize independently," 
said Liz Sternberg, Jacks mother. Once a week, Jack attends the Minecraft Club held on WKU's campus. The club is a special 
interest group that helps autistic children practice social behaviors and interact with children while in a safe environment. 
BRIA GRANVILLE/HERALD
African Student Union giving African cultural experience
BY BRITTINY MOORE
HERALD.FEATURES@WKU.EDU
In partnership with the In-
ternational Year of South Af-
rica and the College of Educa-
tion and Behavioral Sciences, 
the African Student Union will 
be showcasing the diverse cul-
tures of Africa during an event 
this Saturday.
Africa Night will highlight 
poetry, step performances, 
food, art exhibits, fashion 
and more. The event, which 
will take place in the Down-
ing Student Union auditori-
um from 4 p.m. to 7 p.m., in-
tends to give WKU students 
and the community expo-
sure to the rich variety of the 
continent’s culture.
“We hope from this event 
that most people from 
Bowling Green and the area 
can learn different cultures 
of Africa and not only base 
their knowledge off what 
they see on TV or what they 
hear,” Nigerian junior Ab-
dul Salam Yusuf Olanre-
waju, the vice president of 
ASU, said.
The ASU hopes it can pro-
vide participants with a new 
view of Africa that is not fo-
cused on poverty and other 
negative associations.
“[We want] to have them see 
a different view of Africa based 
on a different perspective,” 
Olanrewaju said. 
ASU also agreed WKU stu-
dents lack exposure to differ-
ent cultures, both those repre-
sented on campus and those 
that are not.
“I think that WKU can 
expand and learn all the 
cultures, and it would be 
wonderful,” said Nigerian 
sophomore Ruth Ushe-
bekpe Alasha, organizing 
secretary for ASU. “Look-
ing at the Bowling Green 
community, there are lots 
of people from different 
countries, and there are 
lots of people speaking dif-
ferent languages.”
Exposing people to differ-
ent cultures is important for 
erasing stereotyped views 
of traits that define partic-
ular groups of people, ac-
cording to Henry Nottinson, 
Ghana senior and president 
of ASU. 
“Culture is dynamic, and 
what you might take to be re-
spectful, others might take it 
to be disrespectful,” Nottin-
son said. “You have to know 
your boundaries and how to 
interact with [different back-
grounds].”
The ASU hopes to create 
more awareness of dif-
ferent cultures on 
campus and provide 
students with op-
portunities to experi-
ence Bowling Green’s 
diversity.
A reception will follow 
the Nov. 21 event on the 
third floor of DSU from 7 p.m. 
to 9 p.m.
The event is free, and all 
members of the university 
and community are wel-
come.
The ASU is excited to 
share its experiences with 
the Bowling Green commu-
nity and hopes Africa Night 
will help spread some posi-
tivity and acceptance of all 
international students and 
their cultures.
“Even if we’re Africans and 
here [in the U.S.], we tend to 
assimilate to some American 
culture, but at the same time, 
it doesn’t mean that we’ve 
forgotten where we come 
from or our cultures,” Alasha 
said.




At the age of 24, Molly McCaffrey
made  the choice to seek out her bio-
logical family after she was placed for
adoption at 6 weeks old.
On Thursday night, McCaffrey, a for-
mer WKU professor, will be discuss-
ing her book “You Belong to Us” that
depicts the experience of meeting her
biological family.
The event will take place at the Barnes
& Noble on Campbell Lane at 7 p.m. as
part of the Kentucky Live Speaker Se-
ries hosted by WKU Libraries.
McCaffrey’s discussion will be one of
six programs the series will host dur-
ing its 13th season.
“The programs show what makes
Kentucky and the region unique,” said
Brian Coutts, series moderator and the
head of the department of library pub-
lic services. “It gives us the opportunity
to showcase our local literary talent.”
When McCaffrey was 26 years old, she
learned her biological family of six was
interested in meeting her and having
her in their lives. But it wasn't until she
was 29 that she met her actual family
“The book tells the story of what is
like to reconnect with these people
and to try to figure out where to put
them in my life,” McCaffrey said.
McCaffrey also noted both she and
her sister were adopted. Being ad-
opted made McCaffrey feel as though
she had more opportunities, and the
world felt more open to her.
“My parents read a book to me called
‘The Chosen Baby,’” McCaffrey said.
“It was about a little baby boy named
Peter who was adopted. Sometimes
they would read it to me with ‘Peter’
and ‘he’ and ‘his,’ and other times they
would put my name in.”
McCaffrey said she knew she was ad-
opted before she knew how to read.
McCaffrey first made the decision
to search for her birth mother but be-
came nervous after receiving informa-
tion about her biological family.
Learning that most of her biological
family had not attended college, McCaf-
frey feared she would be too different
from her newly discovered relatives.
“I stretched out the three steps [re-
quired] to find my birth mother for
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Minecraft helps kids with 
autism learn social skills
BY SAMANTHA WRIGHT
HERALD.FEATURES@WKU.EDU
Though many people think of Mine-
craft as a fun game, few consider it a 
teaching tool. But that’s exactly how 
Christina Noel used it in the Minecraft 
Club: as a way to help children with 
autism spectrum disorder learn social 
skills alongside their neurotypical peers.
Christina Noel, assistant professor in 
the School of Teacher Education, fre-
quently heard the community call for 
more inclusive programs for children 
with autism and knew she wanted to 
help. Noel then saw an ALIVE Center 
grant for a research and community 
partnership and knew she had the 
perfect idea.
Noel said she wanted to use an area 
of interest for both neurotypical chil-
dren and those with autism to create 
an opportunity for learning social 
skills, something people with autism 
often struggle with. Using a more inte-
grated activity is extremely beneficial 
for both groups of children.
“The idea of a special interest group 
was born, and it was like, ‘Let’s try to 
identify something that’s really inter-
esting — almost to the point, some-
times, of being distracting for kids 
with autism — [and] make it broad so 
it’s something that their neurotypical 
peers also think is really interesting, 
and then let’s use that as a foundation 
to teach social skills,’” Noel said.
At first, Noel wasn’t sure what inter-
est to use. After talking with colleagues 
and community members, the over-
whelming answer was Minecraft.
The Minecraft Club ran from Sept. 3 
to Nov. 5 in the Educational Resources 
Center in Ransdell Hall. It consisted of 
15 Minecraft fans ages 7 to 12. About 
half of the children had been diag-
nosed with autism, and the other half 
were deemed neurotypical.
Using money from the grant, Noel 
was able to purchase Minecraft serv-
ers so children in the club could 
exclusively use the maps they built 
rather than playing through the 
website. The club even had its own 
Minecraft expert: Ben Hammond, a 
Franklin senior.
SEE MINECRAFT PAGE A7
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In contrast to last season, the Hilltop-
pers have grown into a team with high 
expectations instead of playing the un-
derdog role.
WKU has been favored in all but two 
games this season and is the favorite 
again this week against a team that is 
3-4 in conference play despite being 
undefeated at home.
“Because you have a target on your 
back, it doesn’t mean it might influ-
ence how you might play,” graduate 
student and running back Anthony 
Davis said. “You’re going to always go 
out there and give it your best.”
Davis is confident WKU will give its 
best effort. This season, the Hilltop-
pers have grown to expect similar ef-
fort from their opponents.
“Maybe one difference [of increased 
performance] is you’re going to get every 
team’s best shot — especially this week, 
given the circumstances,” Davis said. 
“But you just have to go out there and ex-
ecute. There’s not much we can change.”
FIU (5-6, 3-4) is 4-0 at home this sea-
son but is coming off a 52-0 loss to C-
USA foe Marshall.
The contest marks the final game of 
the regular season for the Panthers, so 
WKU will be their last chance to make 
bowl eligibility.
The pressure is on for the Florida 
team, and the Hilltoppers know they 
can’t overlook its desire for a victory 
and a postseason.
“I don’t think the pressure is any 
more than we’ve had before,” Brohm 
said. “I think we try to improve and get 
better every week. To us, every game 
is vitally important. We’ve got to find a 
way to win. We have to become a better 
football team.”
Brohm is confident that his team is 
keen on improving even this late in the 
season. 
“I think our guys are eager and excited 
to get back on the playing field, which is 
good,” Brohm said. “We have to go out 
there and perform at a high level and try 
to play well in all three segments.”
The game will kick off at 1:30 p.m. 
and will be aired on Fox College Sports.
it will take a collaborative effort to 
knock off Ball State or Louisville with 
all the new faces in the lineup.
“I think it’ll take a total team effort: 
playing defense, everybody knocking 
down shots, everybody doing what they 
need to do to get the win,” Brown said. 
“The biggest thing will be energy. We 
haven’t played in two weeks, so I think 
everybody’s fired up and ready to go.”
No matter the outcome of Thursday’s 
game, WKU will have to refocus quick-
ly for Louisville just two days later.
“It’s always been on our schedule, so 
as a coaching staff, we know and we’ve 
done this before,” Clark-Heard said. 
“It’s getting the newcomers to under-
stand that that’ll be the task.”
Clark-Heard is hoping the veterans 
on the team can show the newcomers 
that competitive mentality when the 
team plays two games in three days. 
“The veterans understand, and they 
know that we will have a game plan 
ready, and they understand and know 
that throughout these weeks … we’ve 
been practicing and putting things in 
that we need to prepare for our quick 
turnaround,” Clark-Heard said.
Playing against Louisville has special 
meaning for Clark-Heard, who spent 
five years coaching under Louisville 
head coach Jeff Walz.
“I think it’s cool. I’m excited and Jeff 
does a great job, and they’ll come in here 
hungry and it’ll be exciting,” Clark-Heard 
said. “It’ll be fun, and it’s always good to 
coach against — to me — what’s family.”
Louisville has the No. 2 recruiting 
class in the nation for this season.
“I think their guards are phenom-
enal,” Clark-Heard said. “They’re very 
quick and can score, and I just think 
they’re very talented. It’ll be really in-
teresting to see which players step up. 
It’s going to be exciting.”
The Lady Toppers are itching to start 
the season.
“I hope people come out and watch,” 
Clark-Heard said. “To be able to have a 
Top 10 team in the country come into 
your building, I just hope people come 
out and support the girls. They deserve it.”
Last year the No. 2 seed Lady Toppers 
grabbed the title in their first year as 
members of C-USA.
Rice and UTSA have been the other 
top teams in the conference all year. 
Rice served up the Lady Tops their 
only conference loss of the season, and 
UTSA finished with a 13-3 record in 
conference play.
“I would be a little bit surprised if WKU, 
Rice or UTSA doesn’t win this tourna-
ment,” Hudson said. “I think the three of 
us maybe have a few more tools than ev-
erybody else in this thing, but we will see. 
Tournament time is always fun.”
If Hudson and company can con-
tinue their winning ways and advance 
through the tournament, they will be 
playing three games in three days in 
Texas.
“Three games in three days presents 
challenges for us as it does for every-
body,” Hudson said. “It’s going to be a 
great event, and we are excited to get 
down there and be a part of it.”
If WKU can take down Marshall for a 
third time this year, the Lady Toppers 
will see the winner of North Texas and 
Florida Atlantic.
The championship match is sched-
uled for 3 p.m. on Sunday and will be 








Hammond started working with the 
club after a professor appealed for vol-
unteers with game experience.
Hammond had many duties, one of 
which was simply helping children with 
the more difficult aspects of Minecraft.
“One of the things that I did in the 
classroom during when the stu-
dents were there was I helped them 
with learning how to use the crafting 
menu,” Hammond said. 
He described other activities: “learn-
ing how to craft different items, explain 
a little bit of the map that they will be 
playing in today and what they’ll be 
doing if they were working in groups.”
Some of the maps had several levels 
that required teamwork and commu-
nication before students could move 
to the next level. One level prompted 
students to shoot different targets, and 
they had to talk to figure out which 
ones to shoot.
Another level had a maze one student 
would guide others through, but lead-
ers couldn’t progress themselves until 
those moving through the maze had 
passed through and unlocked the door.
Hammond said this format of using 
Minecraft was much easier and friend-
lier for the students.
“It’s a very friendly environment. It’s 
not loaded like a math classroom, and 
the students can sit down,” Hammond 
said. “They can get relaxed and feel at 
ease and ease into that communica-
tion a lot easier through Minecraft as a 
medium as opposed to doing a group 
project.”
Nancy Hulan, assistant professor in 
the School of Teacher Education, said 
her 6-year-old son Henry, one of the 
neurotypical participants, thoroughly 
enjoyed his time at the club and made 
many new friends.
Hulan added that her son even told 
her stories about how some of the 
children with autism who went to his 
school would come up and say hello.
“I would hear stories from him some-
times about how certain kiddos would 
say, ‘Hey! how are you doing?’ in the 
hallway, and those are kids who are on 
the spectrum who don’t typically do 
that,” Hulan said.
When asked about the club’s expec-
tations, Noel replied that results were 
“exactly what I was hoping.”
Hulan said making friends was a 
great benefit of the club.
“Kids who wouldn’t normally have 
met, necessarily, even if they go to the 
same school — they’re not typically 
interacting with one another, so it got 
them to meet and [be] familiar with 
one another,” Hulan said.
Hulan said the club was a positive ex-
perience because it allowed students 
of  different abilities to work together 
and build camaraderie.
“I think any time you encourage stu-
dents with different needs and abili-
ties to interact and work together, it’s a 
good thing,” Hulan said, “and work to-
gether in a positive way because it was 
all positive.”
Noel said one student who got into 
trouble at school frequently showed com-
pletely different behavior during the club.
“I think the fourth week, we had one 
student with autism who was 11 who 
… historically, kind of gets in a lot of 
trouble at school — has a lot of behav-
ioral outburst and things — and he 
didn’t in Minecraft Club,” she said.
Noel added that the club made a 
huge impact in the boy’s life.
“He was so well-behaved, was like a 
different child,” Noel said. “And in the 
introducing-yourself lesson, they had 
to go around and introduce themselves, 
and I asked people, ‘What did you learn 
about each other?’ and this boy said, ‘I 
learned people can actually be nice.’




five years,” McCaffrey said. “And I never 
actually made the decision; I felt like my 
counselor made it for me. It only took a 
few weeks after that to find her.”
McCaffrey said she wasn’t sure if she 
would have ever been ready to make 
the decision on her own. She added 
that she was terrified for the first meet-
ing with her biological family because 
she feared they would judge her.
“That’s one of the main conflicts of 
the book, that I wasn’t ready,” McCaf-
frey said. “I don’t know if I ever would 
have been ready, looking back.”
McCaffrey’s memoir tells the story of 
her feelings of tension and emotional 
stress after meeting and interacting 
with her biological family.
The event is free and open to the pub-
lic. It is also swipeable for WKU stu-
dents. Door prizes are available, and a 
book signing with occur after the talk.
“The story is fascinating,” Coutts 
said. “Everyone I know who has read 
it has been blown away. This story is 
different in that it questions whether 
we are related through biological fam-






The WKU football team returns to 
action this weekend as it travels to Mi-
ami to take on Florida International 
on Nov. 21.
The Hilltoppers (8-2, 6-0) are coming 
off their bye week; they used the time 
to heal some injuries and get ready for 
their final stretch of the season.
“We’re excited to get back on track 
and back to playing some football,” 
Head Coach Jeff Brohm said. “We defi-
nitely used the bye week to get better 
but also get refreshed and ready to go. 
I think our guys are ready to make this 
last run at trying to win a champion-
ship.”
With a big game against Marshall 
around the corner to close out the reg-
ular season, Brohm and the team are 
being careful not to overlook their next 
opponent.
“[FIU] is a very important game for 
us. We’re going to do everything we 
can to win the game,” Brohm said. 
“We’re excited to get down there and 
play some more football.”
WKU will be looking to secure its 
ninth win on Nov. 21. The victory 
would be a record for the Hilltoppers 
in the FBS era.
The Hilltoppers have posted three 
consecutive eight-win seasons for 
the first time since 2002-2004 and last 
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Lady Toppers eager to start new season
Tops ‘refreshed and ready to go’ after bye week
BY EVAN HEICHELBECH 
HERALD.SPORTS@WKU.EDU
While the majority of NCAA 
women’s basketball teams in 
the country already have at 
least one game in the books, 
WKU has yet to play its first 
game of the season.
Tonight that will change 
when the Lady Toppers travel 
away from Diddle Arena for 
their first contest.
WKU will travel to Muncie, 
Indiana, to take on Ball State, 
and on Nov. 21, No. 16 Uni-
versity of Louisville arrives at 
Diddle.
“It’s very exciting. I’m just 
excited for the girls and just to 
have the opportunity to kick 
off the new season and just 
kind of see where we’re at,” 
Head Coach Michelle Clark-
Heard said. “When you get 
to this level, of course, they 
would’ve loved to play on 
opening weekend, but you’re 
just excited to play.”
Ball State was picked to fin-
ish second in the Mid-Amer-
ican Conference and has the 
MAC Preseason Player of the 
Year in Nathalie Fontaine.
“It’s going to be an interest-
ing task,” Clark-Heard said of 
the season opener. “Our whole 
goal is for us to keep getting 
better and get ready for con-
ference play.”
Last season, WKU defeated 
Ball State 84-59 at home while 
shooting 47.6 percent from 
behind the arc, and Clark-
Heard is hoping to be able to 
replicate that form this season 
away from home.
“We shot the ball really, re-
ally well here last year. We 
made 10 threes, and hopefully 
we can go there and make 10,” 
Clark-Heard said. “Brady [Sal-
lee] does a great job, and he 
has his system in place.”
This year’s contest looks dif-
ferent as the both teams are 
eager to notch their first wins 
of the season.
“The roles are kind of re-
versed,” Clark-Heard said, 
comparing this game to last 
season’s clash. “They have a 
lot of veterans coming back, 
and they’re looking forward to 
having the opportunity to get 
their first win.”
The focus for Clark-Heard 
and her team over the past 
two weeks has been defense.
“They’re a very well-coached 
team, and they like to move 
the ball a lot and get the per-
fect shot,” sophomore forward 
Ivy Brown said. “They’re not 
just going to throw up any-
thing. We just have to sit down 
and play defense on them.”
This will be the first real test 
for the young WKU team, and 
Freshman guard Kayla Smith (32) heads to the hoop for two of her 17 points during the Lady Top-
pers’ 108-43 win over Ouachita Baptist University on Nov. 3 at Diddle Arena. MATT LUNSFORD/HERALD
Redshirt senior Tim Gorski (86) gets past Florida Atlantic's linebacker Azeez Al-Shaair (28) to score a touchdown during the 
Hilltoppers' 35-19 win on Nov. 11 at Smith Stadium. NICK WAGNER/HERALD
WKUHERALD.COM SPORTS
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pers (28-3) are 
coming off a C-USA 
regular season championship-win-
ning season and will enter the contest 
as the tournament’s No. 1 seed.
The team just wrapped up regular 
season play, in which it went 15-1 to 
lead the league, and headed down to 
San Antonio on Wednesday to prepare 
for its first game against the Thunder-
ing Herd of Marshall.
WKU has defeated Marshall twice 
this year already and only dropped a 
single set to the Herd all season.
“It’s kind of nice in terms of prepara-
tion because we just did play them,” 
Head Coach Travis Hudson said. “Not 
a lot is going to change in a week for 
either one of us I don’t think. It makes 
the preparation for the first round 
match that much easier.”
Last Thursday, the Lady Toppers 
took down the Herd in a three-set 
sweep in Diddle Arena. The upcoming 
match is set for 5 p.m. on Friday.
“Our kids have been ready night-
in and night-out for the past couple 
months, and they know what time 
of year it is: tournament time. They 
understand that it will come down 
to the little things and that we will 
have to play very well,” Hudson said. 
“There are certainly other teams that 
are more than capable of winning this 
thing, and we realize that.”
The C-USA tournament is being 
hosted by the University Texas San An-
tonio and will be played on Friday, Sat-
urday and Sunday.
It features the top eight teams from 
the conference of 13.
SEE VOLLEYBALL PAGE A7 SEE FOOTBALL PAGE A7
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